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The Gorsuch and Lovelace Families. 
(Continued.) 

(By J. H. P., Baltimore, Md.) 

Anna 4 Gorsuch and the Todd Family of Virginia and Maryland. 

7. Anna 4 Gorsuch (John 3 , Daniel 2 , William 1 ). Among the "bap 
tisms" in the Walkern Register Transcripts is the entry that Anna' 
daughter of John and Anna Gorsuch, was baptized Mar. 13, 1638-9, while 
among the "marriages" for 1639 there is another entry giving her bap- 
tism date as Mar. 15, 1639-40. The first entry is probably the correct 
one. As she does not join her brothers in their petition to the Lancaster 
County Court in 1657 for the appointment of guardians, although then 
a minor, it would seem probable that she was married at this time (see 
ante p. 91). She married about this date, probably in Virginia, Capt. 
Thomas Todd then of Mobjack Bay, Gloucester County, who removed 
a few years later to North Point on the Patapsco River in Baltimore 
County, Maryland. 

Anna 4 Gorsuch married three times. All three of her husbands were 
men of prominence. She apparently had issue only by her first husband, 
Capt. Thomas Todd. The descendants of this marriage both in Virginia 
and Maryland and indeed elsewhere throughout the country are very 
numerous. She married as her second husband, Capt. David Jones. It 
is he who has given his name to Jones Falls so well known to every Balti- 
m ore an, and it was upon his plantation, Coles Harbor, that Baltimore 
afterwards was laid out. Anna Gorsuch married as her third husband 
Capt. John Oldton, commander of the fort known as the Garrison and 
owner, among other tracts, of a large grant, Oldton's Garrison, on the 
south side of the Green Spring Valley, near where this fort was located. 
An account not only of her first husband, Thomas Todd, but of David 
Jones and John Oldton will doubtless prove of interest to her descendants, 
as well as to all who are interested in the early history of Baltimore. 
So much has been written which is inaccurate and misleading in regard 
to the Todd family that it has seemed wise to restudy the entire subject 
and to accept nothing which the writer has not been able to verify from 
the original sources. As some limit must be placed upon the scope of 
this work, only in exceptional cases will an attempt be made to carry 
down the lines further than three generations from Thomas Todd and 
his wife Anna 4 Gorsuch. 



426 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

The name Todd was not an uncommon one in Virginia in the seven- 
teenth century. The writer is indebted to the editor of the Magazine 
for a list of early Virginia patents under the name Todd. A Thomas 
Todd, August 18, 1631, claimed 260 acres of land on the eastern branch 
of the Elizabeth River in New Norfolk County for transporting his wife 
Elizabeth, Mary Whitemoore, Wm. Whitledge and James Bleese into the 
colony. Thomas Todd May 12, 1638 received 250 acres on Back or Little 
Creek in Lower Norfolk County for transporting John Williams, Richard 
Wooten, John Witkins, John Johnson and John Fells; while Oct. 2, 1640 
Thomas Todd received 50 acres on the eastern branch of Elizabeth River, 
and March 5, 1645 a regrant of 50 acres, possibly of the last mentioned 
tract. Thomas Todd March 6, 1647 patented 50 acres in Elizabeth City 
County bought from Th's Williams. The editor of the Magazine has 
been kind enough to run through Volume I of the Lower Norfolk County 
records preserved at Portsmouth, a copy of which is at the Virginia 
Historical Society, and has noted the following Todd entries: Thos. 
Todd Nov. 15, 1641 claimed 50 acres for transporting Job Seamore into 
the Colony in the ship Blessing anno 1637. The Court, Jan. 3, 1641 or- 
dered Rd. Kennor to pay Thos. Todd £7 sterling due in 1640, and again 
Sept. 10, 1642 ordered Col. Francis Trafford to pay Thos. Todd 150 lbs. 
of tobacco for work done by Todd upon a vessel belonging to Trafford. 
On July 17, 1643, — Lovett, security of Will Capps who purchased 2000 
"puffe" and "clench" from Thos. Todd was ordered to pay. On Dec. 
15, 1645 Thos. Todd appears in the record in connection with fees due a 
witness. Among a number of depositions extracted from Books A, B & 
C (1637-1665), in the Norfolk County Clerk's Office is one of Thomas 
Todd dated 1647, aged 33 years or thereabouts (Wm. & Mary Quart. 
25; 38). This Thomas Todd, born about 1613, could scarcely have been 
the Thomas Todd referred to above, who claimed land in 1637 in N ew 
Norfolk County for transporting his wife Elizabeth and others, but may 
have been a son. Probably to this same line belonged Richard Todd, 
who August 9, 1665 patented 600 acres in Elizabeth City County, of 
which 350 acres had been received by Richard Todd under the will of 
Richard Greyson, and the remaining 250 acres had been purchased by 
Mr. Thomas Todd and given by him to Richard Todd. These Todds 
of Elizabeth City County and Lower Norfolk County have not yet been 
connected with the Todds of Gloucester. 

The three following Thomas Todd patents for land in Gloucester were 
apparently issued to Capt. Thomas Todd, the subject of this sketch. 
Thomas Todd Oct. 27, 1652 patented 150 acres on the eastern side of 
Eastermost River in Mockjack [Mobjack] Bay adjoining the land of 
Wm. Humphrey and Phi 11 Hemley for the transportation of George Bone 
and Hewett Gepperson. Thomas Todd Oct. 15, 1653 received 600 acres 
on the western side of Eastermost River in Mockjack [Mobjack] Bay ad- 
joining the land of Wm. Holder for the transportation of Thomas Uggins, 
John Waine, Mary Maddox, John Martin, Sandees Madross, James Mai- 
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ney, John Blake, etc. Thomas Todd Oct. 9, 1665, patented 700 acres 
on North River, Mobjack Bay, acquired from Wm. Davis. It seems 
probable that the Robert Todd and his son William, to whom the follow- 
ing tracts in Gloucester were issued, were of this Thomas Todd's im- 
mediate family, possibly Robert was his brother. May 7, 1666 William 
Todd, son and heir of Robert Todd, received 500 acres, Tindall's Neck, 
on the north side of Charles [York] River, Gloucester, which had been 
sold by Thomas Beale to Robert Todd, father of the patentee William, 
and which was now due to the said William. Robert Todd Sept. 21 , 1674 
patented 380 acres at Tindall's Point [now Gloucester Point] on York 
River, Gloucester County, 250 acres of which had been granted to the 
said Robert's father May 7, 1666. This Gloucester County line of grand- 
father, father and son bearing respectively the names Robert, William 
and Robert has not been traced further. A writer in the William and 
Mary Quarterly (Volume 3; 120) states that a Robert Todd appeared as 
a purchaser of land in York County in 1642 and of land in Gloucester in 
1652. In Hotten's Emigrants a Robert Todd aged 20 brought over in 
the Hopewell, 1622, appears among the Muster of William Tiler in Eliza- 
beth City County. Greer's Early Virginia Immigrants enumerates nine 
persons bearing the name of Todd brought into the colony down to 1666. 
Among these were two bearing the name Thomas Todd brought over in 
1642 and 1652 respectively, but neither these nor any of the other Todds 
enumerated as headrights can be identified. 

Further comment upon the above mentioned patentees and immigrants 
seems unnecessary. It is probable that three or four different individuals 
bearing the name Thomas Todd were in Virginia at this period. The 
patentee of 1631 who brought in his wife Elizabeth could certainly not 
have been Capt. Thomas Todd the subject of this sketch. Whether 
he was identical with Thomas Todd of Lower Norfolk or Elizabeth City 
County is uncertain. It is important to note that a Thomas Todd, not 
identical with Capt. Thomas Todd, the subject of this sketch, came into 
Maryland in 1651, probably with the Puritan emigrants from Virginia, 
and settled on the Severn River near Annapolis. This Thomas Todd 
became the founder of the Todd family of Anne Arundel County, Mary- 
land, which has been so exhaustibly worked out by Dr. Christopher 
Johnston, the well-known genealogist (Md. Hist. Mag. IX; 298-305). 
While the writer is in possession of some evidence from the English 
records suggesting that there was a connection between Capt. Thomas 
Todd of Gloucester and Baltimore and Thomas Todd of Anne Arundel, 
this fact has not been definitely established, and the relationship, if any, 
was probably not a close one. 

A recent "find" has revealed the English origin of Capt. Thomas Todd, 
the husband of Anna 4 Gorsuch. Through the researches of Miss Harriet 
P. Marine of Baltimore, a descendant of Capt. Thomas Todd, a deed has 
very recently been discovered in Queen Anne County, Maryland, which 
establishes the place of origin in England of the Todds. Capt. Thomas 
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Todd in his will, dated Feb. 21, 1675-6 and probated May 30, 1677 in 
Maryland, and March 1678 in London, to which reference in greater de- 
tail will be made later, leaves a tract of 700 acres "called Todde [TodleyJ 
lying in Chester River in Cosico [Corsica] Creek" to his brother, Christ- 
opher Todd and to his heirs, and also makes a bequest of twenty pounds 
sterling to his brother, Christopher, to be paid him in England. The 
Queen Anne County Rent Roll (Md. Hist. Soc. MSS.) shows that the 
tract, Todley, 700 acres, was surveyed June 14, 1670 for Thomas Todd at 
the head of the North East Fresh Run of Corsica Creek and was "pos- 
sessed by Thomas Todd's heirs in England," while a somewhat later 
Rent Roll in the Land Office, Annapolis, shows that this same tract had 
been sold in 1709 by David Airey. A search of the Queen Anne County 
land records resulted in the discovery by Miss Marine of a deed dated 
Sept. 20, 1709 from David Airey to Robert Finley and Robert Grundy 
(Q. A. Co. Deeds; E. T. No. A; 41). David Airey and Elizabeth his wife 
convey to Finley and Grundy the tract, "Todley or Todd Linges," on the 
south side of Chester River at the head of the North East Fresh Run of 
Corsica Creek, 700 acres, "all which said Land did formerly belong to a 
certain Captain Thomas Todd deceased, & by his last Will & Testament 
did leave the same unto his Brother Christopher Todd Late of Denton 
in the County of Durham and his heirs, and afterwards sold and con- 
veyed from William Todd of Chester in the county of Durham, Son and 
heir of the said Christopher Todd unto Thorn. Cook and his heirs as by 
a certain deed bearing date the 6 August, Anno. Domi. 1687." This 
would seem to settle beyond question that Denton, Durham, was the 
home of the Todd family in England, for Capt. Thomas Todd gave the 
name Denton to his home plantation on the Patapsco patented by him 
under a survey dated June 24, 1669. Until the discovery of this deed 
it was not possible to decide with which of the various places in England, 
bearing the name Denton, the Todd family was probably identified. 
The writer is now making efforts to trace the Todd family in England, 
and it is hoped that additional information may be obtained for publica- 
tion in a later number of the magazine. 

Capt. Thomas Todd first appears in the Maryland Records August 17, 
1664, describing himself as "now living in Goucester County, Virginia." 
He purchased from Thomas Powell three tracts of land, vizi Old Road 
28714 acres; Richardson [later called Black Walnut Neck] 300 acres and 
a tract 100 acres adjoining Walnut Neck [Powell's Point] (Balto. L. 
Deeds IR : PP, 66) . The same date he deeds the above mentioned ' 'three 
dividends" of land bought of Thomas Powell "for the love and affection 
I have unto my two sonnes, Robert Todd and John Todd." (Balto. 
Peeds IR: PP, 65). The description of these tracts show that they lay 
on the north side of the Patapsco near its mouth on what is now known 
as Old Road Bay. Thomas Todd's name does not reappear again in the 
Baltimore County records until July 6, 1668, when still describing him- 
self as of Gloucester County, he gives a power of attorney to his beloved 
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friend, Richard Ball of Baltimore County (Balto. Deeds IR: PP, 65). 
It has been previously shown that this Richard Ball was a son of Colonel 
William Ball of Lancaster County (see ante 93). Thomas Todd, Apr. 
29, 1669, now describing himself as resident in the Patapsco River, Balti- 
more County, purchased from Ralph Williams of Bristol, merchant, a 
tract called North Point, 300 acres on the north side of the Patapsco 
River near its mouth (idem IR: PP, 71). The name North Point 
has been made historic by the battle fought near there, Sept. 12, 
1814, in the defense of Baltimore during the War of 1812, to which 
it gave its name, this event inspiring Francis Scott Key to com- 
pose "The Star Spangled Banner." August 9, 1670 he patented 
the tract, Denton, 190 acres which had been surveyed for him 
June 24, 1669 (Balto. Co. Rent Roll; Md. Hist. Soc. Md. MSS.). Thomas 
Todd also purchased the following tracts in Baltimore County viz.: 
Hoopers Island, June 1, 1669, from Mary Goldsmith, 75 acres, near the 
mouth of Gunpowder River (Balto. Deeds: IR; PP, 72); Walkins Neck, 
"28th 10th month 1669," from John Walkins, south side of Back River 
(idem IR: PP 88) . He also patented Todd's Range 400 acres on the north 
side of the Patapsco on Humphrey's Creek [Old Road Bay] surveyed for 
him June 24, 1669. (Balto. Co. Rent Roll Md. Hist. Soc. MSS). From 
an examination of the above deeds and patents it will be seen that Capt. 
Thomas Todd became possessed of extensive land holdings on the lower 
part of what is known as Patapsco Neck. In several of these deeds he is 
described as "merchant of the Patapsco River" and there is no question 
that he remained a resident of the Patapsco River until the time of his 
death. He appears to have moved with his family into the Patapsco 
shortly before Apr. 5, 1669 when Capt. Thomas Todd demanded land for 
transporting himself, his wife Ann Todd, Robert, Ann, John, Johanna, 
and Francis [Frances] Todd his children, and seven servants. (Annap. 
Patents 12; 202). Again Oct. 15, 1671 Capt. Thomas Todd of Baltimore 
County proved rights for transporting 24 persons, among them a Richard 
Todd into the province (Annap. Patents 16; 394). This warrant for 1200 
acres was made returnable to the Land Office March 9, 1671-2. Capt. 
Thomas Todd represented Baltimore County in the Lower House of the 
General Assembly at the session of February 1674-5 (Arch. Md. 2, 422). 
Filed with the will of Thomas Todd is a letter to his son, Thomas Todd 
dated Apr. 1, 1676, which shows that the father was then about to sail 
for England. It would appear from the letter which is addressed to his 
son "at his house in the North River with Care and Speed" that the 
father was then on shipboard en route to England from his plantation 
on the Patapsco, and wished to see his son as he passed his Gloucester 
plantation. The letter is of sufficient interest to publish in full : 

Deare Son — My love to you Remembred, this is to give you notice that 
1 am aboard of Captain James Connaway Commander of the Ship Vir- 
ginie Factor bound for England. I am very weake and sick and have 
beene a long time, all my desire is to see you before I goe for fear I shall 
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never see you. We lie against Munday's Creeke and intend to set sayle 
tomorrow if it be a faire Winde being the eleventh day of Aprill. I want 
some good syder to keep mee alive, which I suppose you have enough of; 
if the wind hang Easterly wee may stay longer but if North or Northwest 
or south west, we shall be gone. I Looked long for you to bring up the 
negroes, which I shall loose my Crop for want of them. If it be not my 
luck to see you, let me heare from you by writing. Direct yor letters 
to M: Barnaby Dunne his house for me. Yo'r mother brothers and sisters 
are well. I pray you send me what tobaccoes you can. and my love to 
John Robinson & all the rest of my friends. I have made my will and 
made you my executor. Nor else at present but the Lords blessing and 
mine be with you, Your loving Father till death 
April the 10th 1676 Thomas Todd 

These for my son Thomas Todd at his house in the North River with 
Care and Speed. 

Capt. Thomas Todd died in London while on this visit to England. 
His will, dated Feb. 26, 1675-6, was probated in Maryland May 30th, 
1677. An affidavit of Miles Gibson who had married Todd's daughter, 
Anne, bearing the same date as the probate, was filed in the Prerogative 
Court. It reads as follows: 

The Affidavit of Miles Gibson of Baltemore County, aged about 29 
years, sworne this 30 day of May, 1677, saith: That about this time twelve 
months, Mrs. Anne Todd then the wife of Thomas Todd Senior, did shew 
this deponent her husband's will & told him that it was his will and de- 
sired this Deponent to reade it, who accordingly read it to her & shee 
took it into her Custody againe & sometime afterwards hearing of her 
husband's death, she left her habitation and what was thereon in the 
Custody of her eldest daughter, who then tooke the said will into her 
possession, the which will she kept untill the day of her marriage & then 
delivered it into the Custody of this deponent her now husband who hath 
delivered the said will into the hands of Thomas Todd Junior executor 
nominated in the said will, & further saith that the said will now pro- 
duced is the same will which was first shewen him by the said Anne, and 
that he being frequently acquainted with the said Thomas Todd Senior 
his hand, the Deponent saith he verily believeth the said Todd did signe 
and seale the said will and further saith not. 

Miles Gibson 

The will of Capt. Thomas Todd was not only probated in Maryland 
May 30, 1677 (Annap. Wilts, 6; 227), but also proved in London in the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, March, 1678 (P. C. C. Wills; 1678; 
Reeve 29). Note of this probate in England is also to be found in the 
records of the Maryland Prerogative Court: "30 March 1678 came 
Thomas Todd of 'Moprjacke Bay', sole execr. named in the will of Capt. 
Thomas Todd his father late of Balto. County, Maryland, deed, at 
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London Engd. & exhibited invy. together with letters of admin, to him 
committed under seals of prerogative Court of Canterbury, &c." (Test. 
Proc. 10. 14). One of the witnesses of the will having died and the other 
having left the province the letter and affidavit were filed as evidences 
of its validity. Richard Ball, one of the appraisers, having died, the 
Court appointed Nathaniel Hurst and John Harding, May 30, 1677. 
(Test. Proc. 9, 162-8). 

The will of Thomas Todd, taken from the Annapolis records, is of 
sufficient interest to publish in full: 

In the name of God, Amen. Febr. the 26th Anoque Domini 1675 1 
Thomas Todde of Baltemore County in the province of Maryland being 
weeke in body but of perfect memory praised be Almighty god my blessed 
Saviour into whose hands 1 comitt my soule hoping for Salvation through 
his merits doe make ordaine & appoint this my Last Will & Test. Revok- 
ing all other Will or Wills whatsoever. I doe by these presents make 
ordaine & apoint my well beloved Sonne Thomas Todd my whole and 
sole Executor to see this my last Will performed in manner and forme as 
followeth. Imprimis I give and bequeath to my well beloved wife Anne 
Todd fower hundred poundes Sterling now lying in Alderman Richard 
Boothes hands in London. I likewise bequeath my said wife one hundred 
seaventy six pounds sterling being in ye hands of Robert Gorsedge and 
my p'cell of Land lying on old England which the said Robert Gorsedg 
is now possessed of. Thirdly I give and bequeath my said Wife two of 
my best breeding Mares. Fourthly I give to my fower Daughters Anne 
Johanna Frances and Averella the product of Eighty seaven hogsheds 
of Tobacco now shipt for England, it to be equally Divided betweene 
them. Fifthly I give to each of said daughters one breeding Mare apiece. 
Sixthly I give & bequeath my wife one feather bed & furniture. Seaven- 
thly I give to my dauthter Anne one feather bed. Eightly 1 will that if 
there be occasion for money that my parte of the Shippe Augusteene be 
sold. Ninthly 1 give and bequeath to my brother Christopher Todd 
twenty pounds sterling to be paid him in England. Tenthly I give my 
said brother Christopher Todd seaven hundred acres of Land called 
Todde lying in Chester River in Cosicoe Creeke to be disposed of as he 
shall think to his heirs Executors or Administrators. Elleventhly I will 
that my sole Executor Thomas Todde, that he have not my Estate 
praised nor suffer noe admon. to be taken out. I witness of all which 
I have hereunto sett my hand and seale the day and year within mentioned 

Eben: My lam 
Witness present his Thomas Todd (seal) 

Symond X Whitthall 

marke Proved 30 May 1677 

Philip Calvert 
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Capt. Thomas Todd had a considerable estate in the colonies and in 
England. Robert Gor sedge, mentioned in the will, was his wife's broth- 
er, Robert 4 Gorsuch (see ante 216-221). Nothing is known in regard to 
"aldeman [Alderman] Richard Boothe." Thomas Todd's interest in 
the "Shippe Augusteene," and the fact that he is so often referred to as 
merchant may possibly indicate that his title ''Captain" was that of sea 
captain rather than of military origin. It is interesting to note that 
although his wife, Ann, and four daughters — Ann, Johanna, Francis, and 
Averelea [Averilla] are mentioned by name, he only names one son, 
Thomas, whom he appoints executor. That there were other sons will 
be pointed out later. It seems almost certain that his failure to make 
specific bequests in his will to his several sons was due to the fact that 
he had already settled lands in Virginia and Maryland upon them. As 
has been noted before, the bequest to his brother, Christopher Todd, of 
Todde [Todley] on Corsica Creek, Chester River has been the means of 
identifying the Todd family with Denton in Durham, England. 

The widow, Anna 4 (Gorsuch) Todd, remarried soon after the death of 
her husband, Thomas Todd. The inventory of the estate of Thomas 
Todd, late of Baltimore County, appraised by Natl. Hawkins and Jno. 
Ardon, Jan. 16, 1678-9 shows goods and chattels valued at 14,870 lbs. of 
tobacco, and enumerates among other items certain stock "delivered 
to David Jones, who married the relict of Thomas Todd." (Balto. 
Invents. 1; 284). That all had not run smoothly in the management of 
the estate in Maryland is shown by a lengthy petition filed by the execu- 
tor, Thomas Todd, in the Prerogative Court in which among other state- 
ments he declares that the estate of his father, Thomas Todd "is now in 
danger to be wasted and destroyed by the relict of the said deed., who is 
since married to a wasteful spendthrift." (Test. Proc. 9; 162). The 
widow was probably contemplating her second marriage, when Jan. 18 
1676-7 she executed a deed of gift to her children: "I Anna Todd of Balti- 
more County of the Province of Maryland for and because of the natural 
affection I have for my children — give all my estates to my children now 
in being — they allowing me a liberal maintenance for life — I constitute 
my dearly beloved brother, Charles Gorsuch, to acknowledge the same — 
(signed) Anna Todd." (Balto. Deeds IS: IK; 57). There would seem 
to be no question that Anna 4 (Gorsuch) Todd was the mother of all of 
Capt. Todd's children. The eldest daughter Anne who had married 
Miles Gibson prior to May 30, 1677, was doubtless named after her 
mother. Thomas Todd, Jr. appointed executor under his father's will, 
who was apparently the eldest son, is known to have been born in 1660. 
Thomas Todd, Sr., in the letter to his son Thomas dated 1676 writes: 
"Your Mother, Brothers and Sisters are well." Anna 4 (Gorsuch) Todd 
was baptized March 13, 1638-9, and there is some evidence that she was 
a married woman in 1657. 

Anna 4 (Gorsuch) Todd married her second husband, Capt. David 
Jones, probably in 1677. Jones was a very early settler in Baltimore 
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County. He not only gave his name to Jones Falls, the stream which 

rising in the Green Spring Valley flows through the heart of Baltimore 

and empties into the northwest branch of the Patapsco, but also to Jones's 

Town, laid out in 1731, and incorporated ten years later with Baltimore 

Town.* He patented a tract Jones Range, 380 acres, surveyed for him 

Jan. 15, 1671 on the north side of the Patapsco River on Denton Creek 

near the mouth of the Patapsco River. (Balto. Co. Rent Rolls; Md. Hist. 

Soc. MSS). The Rent Roll shows that he also patented the following 

tracts in Baltimore County: Jones Chance [Fortune] 130 acres, surveyed 

June 12, 1682 on [Old] Road Creek lying on the easternmost bounds of 

Powell's Pumpkin Patch; Rangers Lodge, 500 acres, surveyed 12th of 

June, 1682 at the head of Bush River between the Middle Branch and 

James' Branch to the northeast side of Bynum's Run; Stony Banks, 50 

acres, surveyed June 16, 1682 on the north side of the Patapsco "in the 

woods;" Long Point, 250 acres, surveyed June 16, 1682 on the west side 

of the main branch of Back River in the Valley of Herring Run; Jones 

Adventure, 80 acres, surveyed June 16, 1682 on the north side of the 

Patapsco. The Baltimore County land records show that David Jones 

purchased the following tracts in Baltimore County. Dec. 8, 1679 he 

purchased from Charles Gorsuch [his brother-in-law] three tracts of land 

viz.: Cole's Harbor 550 acres lying upon the northwest branch of the 

Patapsco; Maiden's Choice, 450 acres, lying upon the head of the middle 

branch of the Patapsco; and Maryborne [St. Mary Bow], 200 acres, lying 

upon the main run [Jones Falls] of the northwest branch of the Patapsco. 

(Balto. Deeds; IR: PP; 46). David Jones also purchased, 1685, from 

Samuel Wheeler, Monteney's Neck, 200 acres, lying upon the northwest 

branch of the Patapsco. (idem; RM: HS; 180). David Jones and his 

wife Anna sold to Charles 4 Gorsuch Dec. 5, 1679, the tract Jones Range 

near the mouth of the Patapsco about the same date that he purchased 

from Charles Gorsuch the three above mentioned tracts on the upper 

Patapsco. (idem IR: PP; 47). He sold, 1686, his Bush River tract, 

Ranger's Lodge, mentioned above, to James Phillips (idem; RM: HS; 

205). The transfers of tracts upon the upper Patapsco in which David 

Jones figures are of great interest to students of the early history of 

Baltimore. When he gave up his residence on the lower Patapsco, 

apparently soon after his marriage to Anna 4 Todd, David Jones selected 

for his dwelling plantation the tract, Cole's Harbor upon which Baltimore 

Town and Jones's Town were afterwards laid out. This tract, Cole's 

Harbor, 550 acres, which was later resurveyed by David Jones's step-son, 

James 6 Todd under the name Todd's Range, 510 acres, included that part 

*The number of settlers upon the upper Patapsco had rapidly increased and in 1728 
by an Act of the Assembly, a town comprising sixty acres, to be known as Baltimore Town 
was ordered laid out upon the northwest branch of the Patapsco, to the west of Jones Falls, 
and in 1731, Jones's Town, containing ten acres was laid out on the east side of the Falls just 
opposite. Both towns were taken out of Cole's Harbor or Todd's Range. In 1741 the two 
' " " " * * ' " ' 'the 



Town. In its furthergrowth, Cole's Harbor soon became entirely absorbed in the rapidly 
developing city. Griffith states that before this an attempt had been made to locate Balti- 
more Town upon Moale's Point on the middle branch of the Patapsco. 
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of Baltimore bounded in a very general way on the south by the harbor, 
on the east by Bond Street, on the north by Madison Street, and on the 
west by Howard Street. The tract Maryborne [St. Mary Bow] which 
he also purchased from Charles Gorsuch, and which afterwards was re- 
surveyed by a later owner under the name Mount Royal, lay along Jones 
Falls, and comprised in a general way that portion of the city now tra- 
versed by Mt. Royal avenue and Jones's Falls extending from Charles 
Street to Druid Lake. Maiden's Choice lies to the southwest of the city 
in the direction of Catonsville. Its name is still preserved in Maiden's 
Choice Lane. A confirmatory deed from Charles Gorsuch and his wife 
Sarah, to David Jones to these three tracts, dated August 1, 1682, in the 
description of Cole's Harbor refers to it as the land "David Jones now 
lives upon." The deed further recites that Charles Gorsuch had come 
into possession of these three tracts through his wife, Sarah Cole, as the 
heir at law of Thomas Cole of Baltimore County, by whom they had been 
patented (idem; IR: AM; 186). David Jones added a tract of 200 acres 
to his home plantation Cole's Harbor by the purchase in 1685 from Sam- 
uel Wheeler of the tract Monteney's Neck, adjoining Cole's Harbor on the 
east, extending his land holdings in a general way as far as Fells Point 
on the southeast to a point on the northeast near what is now the inter- 
section of Monument and Wolfe Streets. The southern portion of 
Monteney's Neck was bisected in a general way by the stream originally 
known as Monteney's Run and more recently as Harford Run, but now 
merely a covered storm water drain. David Jones appears to have con- 
tinued to live upon this plantation until his death in 1686-7. The his- 
tory of these early tracts upon which Baltimore was laid out has been 
gone into in some little detail because of sundry errors which have crept 
into the accounts of the settlement of Baltimore as given in Griffith's 
Annals of Baltimore, and in Scharf's Chronicles of Baltimore, to which 
further reference will be made later (see also James Todd 6 post) . There 
is some reason however to question Griffith's assertion that David Jones 
was the first actual settler upon the original site of Baltimore Town as 
there is no proof that Thomas Cole or his son in law Charles 4 Gorsuch 
may not have lived upon Cole's Harbor, although his statement may well 
be true that David Jones's "residence was upon the north [east] side of 
Jones Falls near the head of tidewater where the stream was crossed with- 
out a bridge by the great eastern road. ' ' This would apparently place his 
house somewhere near the intersection of Gay and High Streets. In the 
Proceedings of the Baltimore County Court, among the members of the 
Grand Jury for 1684, the name of Capt. David Jones heads the list, proba- 
bly indicating that he was foreman. He left a considerable landed estate 
and seems to have been a prosperous planter. The assertion of his step- 
son, Thomas 6 Todd, that he was a "wasteful spendthrift" was probably 
largely based upon the desire to get the management of his father's estate 
entirely out of the hands of his new step-father, and he therefore did not 
hesitate to use forcible language to strengthen his appeal to the court. 
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That David Jones was a man of social standing is shown by frequent 
references to him in the County Court Proceedings as "Mr. David Jones." 
Francis Lovelace of Baltimore County in his will dated March 3, 1673-4 
and proved May 19, 1684, leaves "unto my cosen Anna Jones my 
looking-glass and — unto David Jones my sword" (Annap. Wills). 
The relationship between Francis Lovelace and Anna 4 (Gorsuch) Jones 
will be discussed later. He was probably the son of her uncle Thomas 
Lovelace (see Lovelace, post). A few years after David Jones's death 
in 1687, a rather picturesque suit, which does not seem to have found its 
way into print, was filed in the Baltimore County Court to determine 
the ownership of a gold ring which he had lost. At the September, 1693, 
session of the Court, Capt. John Oldton and Anne his wife, executrix 
under the will of David Jones, in a suit against one Nicholas Corbin de- 
clare that "David Jones in his lifetime was possessed of one gold ring to 
the- vallue of twenty-two shillings — which ring the sd. David att the 
house of the sd. Nicholas Corban in Patapsco Hundred in Baltemore 
County — from his finger did casually loose wch sd. ring about the fif- 
teenth of July 1691* — was upon the dung-hill near the house of sd Nicholas 
by one of the servants of Nicholas found and by the sd servant placed 
into the hands of the sd Nicholas." The complaint goes on to recite 
that Nicholas refused to give up possession of the ring and has since 
disposed of it. The plaintiffs demand damages amounting to £2:4:0. 
Filed with the suit is the deposition of Martha Love age twenty-five 
years, a servant of Nicholas Corbin, dated May 29, 1693, in which she 
declares that when she and the other servants of Nicholas Corbin were 
engaged in clearing away the dung-hill sometime before, their master 
had reminded them that they might find the lost ring. She further 
testifies that she saw one of her fellow servants, William Tallbott, find 
the ring and conceal it, and that she had afterwards persuaded him to 
give it to her master which he did about a week later. It is interesting 
to note that the Court decided that John Oldton and his wife Anne were 
not entitled to damages and lost their suit. (Balto. Co. Court Proc. 
1693-6; 125-6). 

Capt. David Jones died between Feb. 3, 1686-7, the date of his will and 
March 1, 1686-7, when Ann Jones of Baltimore County petitioned the 
Prerogative Court to commission John Boring [Deputy Commissary 
of Baltimore County] to prove the will of her late husband David Jones 
under which she was appointed executrix. This the Court granted and 
appointed Anthony Demondader and John Carrington appraisers (Test. 
Proc. 13, 453). The will was proved before John Boreing deputy com- 
missary March 14, 1686-7 (Annap. Wills 4; 240). The will was filed, an 
inventory exhibited, and ordered recorded Apr. 26, 1687, with a further 
report by John Boring upon the estate July 8, 1687 (Test. Proc. 13, 483, 
495). This will of David Jones is of considerable interest as it disposes 
of tracts upon which the city of Baltimore was afterwards built, and be- 

*The date 1691 is obviously a clerical error, as Jones died in 1687. 
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cause of the fact, that not being recorded among the Baltimore County 
testamentary records, it has escaped the eyes of local historians and title 
searchers. The spelling is atrocious, making identification impossible 
to the casual reader of several of the persons and tracts mentioned. This 
is doubtless due to the fact that the old Annapolis liber in which the will 
was originally recorded is no longer in existence, the present will book 
having been transcribed in the early part of the last century, probably 
by a clerk who could not read the seventeenth century hand-writing. 
The will, omitting the lengthy introduction, is as follows: 

Will of David Jones — In the name of God Amen ye 3rd day of Feb'y 
1686[-7], — I David Jones being sick in body but of good and perfect mem- 
ory — 1 give and commit my soule unto Almighty God etc— and my body 
to be buried in such place where it shall please my Ex hereafter named 
to apoint and now for the setling of my temporall estate and such goods 
chatties and debts as it hath plesed God far above my desarts to bestow 
upon me I doe order give and dispose the same in manner and form follow- 
ing that is to say 

First I will that all these debts and dutys as I owe in right or consience 
to any manner of pson or psons whatsoever shall be well and truly con- 
tented and payd or ordained to be payd with them convenient time after 
my decease by my Execu'rx hereafter named. 

I will that my deare wife Ann Jones being Exect'rx after my death. I 
give and bequeath unto my deare wife all my personall estate and to her 
ers [heirs] all my psonall estate excepting the legacies as after shall be 
mencened. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto John Grosch [Gorsuch] and Tho: 
Gorash [Gorsuch] equally to be divided between them both and to their 
heirs four hundred and fifty acres of land called ye Midians [Maiden's] 
Choyce. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto Frances Toodd and her heairs two 
hundred and fifty acres of land called the long point at the head of bays 
[Back] River. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto Abuillye [Averilla] Tood on[e] hun- 
dred and thirty acres of land called by the name of Jones Fortin [Chance] 

Item. I give and bequeath unto James Toodd eirt[y] acres of land 
belonging unto Black Walnot Neck and to his heairs. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto Robert Gepson [Gibson] two hundred 
acre6 of land called Marrayland [Marybone or St. Mary Bow] 

Item. 1 give and bequeath unto Edward Norish [Norris] on cow and 
calfe to be delivered this next year. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto Sarah Garnt [Garnet] on cow and 
calfe to be delivered next year. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto Moyciss [Moses Groome] Grome one 
cow and calfe to be dd this next year,. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto Danall Walch one cow and calfe to be 
dilivered the next year insueing. 
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Item. I give and bequeath unto my deare shister Elizabeth Jons my 
now dwelling Plantation with all the land belonging unto it after my wifes 
decease. 

Item. I will that if in case my sistor dyes before my wife that then 
I give and bequeath unto Frances and Abiell [Averilla] Todd aforesaid 
after ye decease of my wife. 

Item. I bequeath that servant before next yeare to my wife that is at 
her demand and his name George Williams all in genrall only I give and 
bequeath unto Robert Jopson [Gibson] on neger after the dece'd of my 
wife. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto Miles Gipson [Gibson] on guld ring 
of twenty shillings price. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto John Williams one gold ring of twenty 
two shillings price. Ass witness my hand and seale 

his 
David X Jones (SEALED) 
mark 
John Roch, Mathew Hidson, Wolfan Hunt [Witnesses] 

Merandom 14th day of March Mathew Hudson and Wolfan Hunt did 
prove this within menconed will upon oath before me to be the act and 
deed last Will and Testament of David Jones latly deceased. Given 
under my hand this 14th day of March 1686 [-7]. 

John Boring 

A careful study of David Jones's will has cleared up many obscure 
points. Midians Choyce, 450 acres left to John Grosch and Tho: Gorash 
and their heirs, explains how Maidens Choice purchased by David Jones 
Dec. 8, 1679 from his brother-in-law Charles Gorsuch, came into the 
possession of John and Thomas Gorsuch, sons of Charles Gorsuch 4 , who 
disposed of it March 11, 1708-9 to Thomas Cromwell (see Charles Gor- 
such 4 post), which has never before been understood. The tract Long 
Point, 250 acres, on Back River left to Frances Toodd and her heirs, 
which tract was patented by David Jones in 1682, and later turns up in 
the possession of Richard Cromwell, will be further discussed under 
Frances Todd 5 (Anna Todd 4 ). The tract JonesFortin, 130 acres left 
to Abuillye [Averilla] Todd appears to be the tract Jones Chance, 130 
acres, on Old Road Creek patented by him 1682. The unnamed tract 
on Black Walnut Neck, 80 acres, left to his step-son James Todd and his 
heirs was probably Jones Adventure, or Jones Venture, 80 acres, as it is 
called in the Rent Roll. The tract Marrayland, 250 acres left to Robert 
Gepson was Mary borne or St. Mary Bow purchased by Jones from Charles 
Gorsuch Dec. 8, 1679, and now left to Robert Gibson, the son of Miles 
Gibson and Anne 6 Todd, his wife, the step-daughter of Jones. His 
"now dwelling Plantation with all the land belonging unto it" which 
he leaves to his wife during her lifetime, and after his wife's death to his 
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sister Elizabeth Jones, to pass to Frances and Abiell [Averilla] Todd, 
who are also his step-daughters, provided his sister Elizabeth died during 
the lifetime of his wife, was certainly the tract Cole's Harbor, 650 acres, 
which he had bought from Charles Gorsuch Dec. 8, 1679, and may have 
included also the adjoining tract Monteney's Neck, 200 acres, which 
he had bought from Samuel Wheeler in 1685. The bequests of stock to 
sundry individuals have no special interest, but the bequest to "Miles 
Gipson [Gibson] on guld ring ot twenty shillings price" recalls the episode 
of the lost ring. The subsequent history of some of the tracts disposed 
of under the will of David Jones will be later gone into in detail for reasons 
which will be discussed more fully under James Todd 6 (see post) . 

The date of Anna 4 Gorsuch's marriage to her third husband Capt. John 
Oldton is not known. She had married sometime prior to August 1693 
when John Copas brought suit against John Oldton and Ann his wife, 
relict of David Jones, in a dispute about the ownership of a heifer (Balto. 
Co. Ct. Proc. 1691-3; 484-5). Capt. John Oldton was prominent in the 
affairs of Baltimore County. He got into serious trouble as the result 
of an affray with Dennis Garrett, a prominent planter, which caused 
Garrett's death. Oldton, says the old record, hit Garrett on the fore- 
head with his sword "of the value of twenty shillings." The occurrence 
took place July 31, 1691, and Garrett languished away, dying Sept. 2. 
Oldton was condemned to be hanged but afterwards "the said Oldton 
was graciously pardoned by the Majesty's pardon in the usual form." 
(Annap. Judgements D. S. no. C; 15). Perhaps this demonstration of his 
prowess with the twenty shilling sword had something to do with his 
appointment by the Governor and Council of Maryland March 23, 1694-5 
as Commander of the Baltimore County Rangers, which post he contin- 
ued to hold for several years and to which he owes his title. (Archiv. 
Md. 20), Oldton was commander of the "Garrison", a fort which he 
built on the south side of the Green Spring Valley upon what is now known 
as the Cockey farm near Roger's Station. The name still lives in "Garri- 
son Forest Church" as old St. Thomas's in the Valley is familiarly known. 
The Baltimore County Rangers whose headquarters were the Garrison 
appear to have patrolled a backwoods trail extending from the head- 
waters of the main falls of the Patapsco to the Susquehanna, along which 
were built small auxiliary garrisons or "cabins." Oldton signed Nov. 
1696 with other civil and military officers of the Province, an address 
to the King congratulating him upon his escape from attempted assassi- 
nation (Arch. Md. 20, 544). The Baltimore County Rent Roll for 1700 
refers to him as being then in England (Md. Hist. Soc. MSS). He was 
a member of the Grand Jury of 1708 (Balto. Co. Ct, Proc. IS: B; 1). 
Oldton was an extensive land holder. He owned a tract called Oldton' s 
Garrison, which he afterwards sold Nov. 11, 1699 to Thomas Cromwell 
and James Murray (Baito. Co. Deeds IR: PP; 159). This was located 
in the Green Spring Valley near the Garrison fort. Other tracts owned 
by him were Fellowship, 200 acres, surveyed for him June 12, 1696; 
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Friendship, 250 acres [about a mile southeast of Towson], sold Sept. 2, 
1702 by him to Edward Stevenson (idem; TR: RA; 166); Leakins, part of 
Thurrell's Neck, on Back River sold to John Harriman July 24, 1704 
(idem; HS no. 2; 167); and Darley Hall 300 acres. This last tract was 
located in what is now Baltimore City in the neighborhood of North 
Avenue and Harford Avenue, and was sold by him to John Ensor, Nov. 
13, 1697 (idem; IR, AM 104). The date of the death of his wife Anna 4 
is not known, but Oldton had married prior to Sept. 2, 1702, Mary the 
widow of Francis Watkins, she joining him in the deed to Stevenson. 
Francis Watkins had married as his first wife Christina Waites, whose 
mother Jane had married as her second husband John Dixon, Justice 
of the Baltimore County Court. The latter' s granddaughter Penelope 
Scudamore became the wife of James Todd. James Todd was John 
Oldton's stepson (see James 5 Todd, post). There is a deed of gift from 
Francis Watkins to his "mother-in-law" [step-mother] Mary Oldton 
in the Baltimore County Land Records. John Oldton died between May 
4, 1709 the date of his will and June 30, 1709 the date of probate. He 
left his entire estate to his wife Mary mentioning by name the tracts 
Kindness 200 acres, the Bold Adventure 160 acres, and Pimlico (Annap. 
Wills; 12 Part 2; 105). 

The identity of Anna 4 Gorsuch is established beyond doubt. The 
deed of gift from Anna 4 Todd to her children dated Jan. 18, 1676-7, al- 
ready referred to, appoints "my beloved brother Charles Gorsuch my 
attorney to acknowledge same." (Balto. Deeds 1. S: IK; 57). There 
is a also a power of attorney from Ann Jones to her son Miles Gibson to 
acknowledge for her the sale of Jones his Range to her brother Charles 
Gorsuch, Dec. 9, 1679 (idem 61). Again in connection with the sale by 
Charles Gorsuch and his wife Sarah to David Jones of Coles Harbor and 
other tracts Dec. 7, 1679, Charles and his wife Sarah appoint "cozen 
Miles Gibson," their attorney to acknowledge this conveyance of the 
same ' 'to our brother [brother-in-law] David Jones' * (idem, 60) . Charles 
Gorsuch, May 26, 1680, in a letter appointing Miles Gibson [who married 
Anne* Todd] his attorney, signs himself "thy loving uncle" (idem IR: 
PP; 49). The will of Frances Lovelace of Baltimore County 1694, a 
connection of the Gorsuch family, refers to her as his "cozen Anna Jones." 

Anna 4 Gorsuch died between May 23, 1694 when she appears as a wit- 
ness of the will of Edith Beacher of Patapsco River (Balto. Co. Court 
Proc. R. M: HS. no. 1; 550) and Sept. 2nd 1702, when John Oldton, her 
third husband, is joined in a deed by his second wife Mary. She had 
probably died prior to Nov. 13, 1697 for Oldton at this date executed a 
deed in which no wife joins. 

Anna 4 Gorsuch appears to have had issue only by her first husband 
Capt. Thomas Todd. Certainly the will of her second husband Capt. 
David Jones shows that he left no issue. She was a woman of nearly 
fifty when she married her third husband Capt. John Oldton. The eldest 
son of Thomas and Anna 4 Todd was Thomas 5 , his heir, born in 1660 (see 
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Thomas 5 Todd post). The names of two other, sons John and Robert 
living Aug. 17, 1664 are learned from the deed of gift of land from their 
father. That there was a fourth son James, probably the youngest, is 
established by many references in the Land Records. Thus in a con* 
firmatory deed from Thomas *Todd to Stephen Johnson, 1694 it is re- 
cited that Thomas had formerly conveyed a certain tract to his brother 
James (Balto. Deeds RM: HS; 399). From the rights proved by Capt. 
Thomas Todd Apr. 5, 1669 naming his children Robert, Ann, John, 
Johanna and Francis, the order of birth, also confirmed by the will, is 
ascertained. From Thomas Todd's will the name of a fourth daughter 
Aberill [Averilla], probably born after Apr. 5, 1669, is learned. That 
the Richard Todd, who was among the other 24 headrights proved by 
Thomas Todd Oct. 15, 1671, was a son seems rather unlikely. No person 
of this name later appears on the records. In previously published ac- 
counts of this family it has been stated that there were three other sons 
Christopher, Philip, and William. There is no evidence to support this 
statement. The error seems to have arisen several years ago in mis- 
taking the will of Thomas Todd* of Baltimore County died 1715, with 
that of his father Thomas 6 of Virginia who really outlived his son by 
ten years. In this will Thomas 6 mentions his brothers William, Philip 
and Christopher. These were therefore grandsons and not sons of Thom- 
as and Anna 4 Todd, there being no evidence of other children than the 
four daughters and four sons given above. 

(To be continued) 



The Ancestors and Descendants op John Rolfe, with Notes on Some 
connected families. 



The Fleming Family. 
(Concluded) 
17. John Fleming (John 8 , John 2 , Charles 1 ) entered the military 
service of his country at the beginning of the Revolution. The Virginia 
Gazette of Oct. 21st, 1775 says: "Two companies of regulars are just ar- 
rived [in Williamsburg] viz., Captain John Fleming's from Henrico, and 
Captain Robert Ballard's from Mecklenburg." On March 26, 1776 com- 
missions, to date from January 27th, were issued to Captain John Flem- 
ing and his subalterns (Council Journal) though according to Heitman, 
he was commissioned captain in the 1st Virginia regiment Oct. 2d, 1775. 
The records of the War Department give the former date, while a report 
of J. H. Smith, Virginia Commissioner of Military Claims says: "John 
Fleming, Captain Continental Line; Captain 1st regiment, July 22d, 1776, 
and August 7th, 1776 (see Council Journal of those dates). Died in ser- 
vice as Major (See Certificate of Benjamin Harrison on file in executive 



